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A Parametric Approach to the Typology of Subtopics
in Chinese Dialects
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Abstract  It is ar gued in this paper that the wo rd or der typo logy and the var iat ion o f topicaliza-
t ion in Chinese dialects are both due to the parametric variat ion o f v erb movement under the f rame-
w o rk of g enerative grammar. The claim is further supported by independent evidence f rom the mo r-
pholog y of aspect markers and the distribution of indef inite objects in Chinese dialects.
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